The Gayton Kirk

November 1, 2026 11 AM Service

“A Gathering of Spirits” by Jan L. Richardson

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Dr. Rebekah Motley

RINGING THE HOUR Debbie Mueller

PRELUDE Dee Lynch, piano
1



*Please rise in body or spirit
*CALL TO WORSHIP Rev. Dr. Rebekah Motley

On this All Saints Sunday, we gather to remember teachers and storytellers who made God’s stories
come alive for us.

We give thanks!

We remember choir members, praise bands, organists, and all the musicians who sang and played
your praises.

We give thanks!

We remember preachers and lay leaders who led our worship through the years.

We give thanks!

We remember parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins, and siblings who showed us how to
hold fast to the faith.

We give thanks!

We remember our church families - this one and others we have loved. We remember all those who
have been a part of this faith family with whom we grew our faith and our love for God and neighbor.
We give thanks!

We remember our ancestors in the faith whose courage enables us to be here today.

We give thanks for the saints who came before us, are present here with us, and will continue
after us. Thanks be to God!

*HYMN # 630 “Fairest Lord Jesus” Dee Lynch, piano

CONFESSION and ASSURANCE OF PARDON Betty Doll
Trusting in the grace and mercy of our risen Lord, let us confess our sins against God and one another.

Holy God, we know that we may rest in the promises of our baptism — we know that your grace
rests on us this day and every day. Never for a moment are we outside of your constant care. And
yet, things happen. Life tumbles in and your promises seem distant. We retreat into fear. We worry
about what we cannot change. We forget why we do what we do in the name of our arisen Lord.
Forgive our anxious fears. Lead us to be the people of God that you created us to be, disciples of
Jesus Christ, in whose name we offer our prayers...

Hear the good news: anyone who is in Christ is a new creation, the old life has gone and a new life has
begun. Since we have been reconciled with Christ, we embrace this new life. Know that you have been
forgiven and be at peace.



IMAGINATIVE WORD Cathi Thornton
“For Those Who Walked With Us” by Jan Richardson

For those

who walked with us,

this is a prayer.

For those

who have gone ahead,

this is a blessing.

For those

who touched and tended us,
who lingered with us

while they lived,

this is a thanksgiving.

For those

who journey still with us

in the shadows of awareness,
in the crevices of memory,

in the landscape of our dreams,
this is a benediction.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Mike Doll

Holy God, in the world of rapidly shifting narratives, speak your eternal Word that never fails. Prepare
our hearts and minds to receive the Word that you would give us, through Christ our Lord. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING Mike Doll
Matthew 5: 1-12

! When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his disciples came to him.
2 And he began to speak and taught them, saying: * “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven. * “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. *> “Blessed are the meek,
for they will inherit the earth. ¢ “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will
be filled. ” “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. ® “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they
will see God. ? “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. ' “Blessed are those
who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. !* “Blessed are you
when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.

12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the
prophets who were before you.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



SERMON “The Human Condition” Rev. Dr. Rebekah Motley

RINGING OF THE CHIMES FOR
THE SAINTS WHO HAVE GONE BEFORE US

*HYMN # 326 “For All the Saints” Dee Lynch, piano
CALL TO OFFERING Betty Doll
Among the competing narratives that seek to claim our lives is the belief that we must compete for
scarce resources. But our God is not a god of scarcity. Our God is a god of abundance who has provided

for the needs of God’s people. Trusting in the generosity of God, let us return our tithes and offerings to
the one who has provided them in the first place.

@s

We are invited to respond to God with our time, talents, and money.
Your offering can be placed in the offering plate long with prayers concerns
written on the card attached to the bulletin.

Financial offerings can also be made by mail to P.O. Box 29635, Henrico, VA 23242
or donate by PayPal on The Kirk’s website www.thegaytonkirk.org or scan the QR code.

Ol

OFFERTORY Dee Lynch, piano
*DOXOLOGY # 606 Dee Lynch, piano
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (IN UNISON) Betty Doll

Gracious God, from your bountiful hand, we have received grace upon grace. From the abundance of
your world, we return this portion to you asking that you would bless these gifts, multiply them, and
use them. May we be blessed as we see your kingdom at work among us through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION Rev. Dr. Rebekah Motley
INVITATION TO THE TABLE
GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.




Tender, transforming God, you have invited us to gather at this table,

To taste

the feast,

the same abundant promises offered to our ancestors in faith.
Time and time again you've offered your grace,
Even as we have stepped away,
You continue to call us to be your people.
You have never left us.
We praise you for second, third, and fourth chances.
You are ever-patient, always faithful.
We give thanks for this time of celebration.
For the One this meal remembers.
For the life, ministry, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
With those who have gone before us,
Whose hands touched the bread,

Whose lips embraced the cup,

We worship you.

We glori

fy you.

And we lift our voice in the song of the saints of every time and place.

Holy, Holy, Holy

Tune: Tracy Fedke, b. 1975 arr: Koiné
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God of all, send your Spirit to this place

so that those gathered here, in this sacred moment,
may know your presence.

As we eat the bread and drink of the cup,

make us one with the saints,

and with our sisters, siblings and brothers in faith around the world.

Be with us God, not only here but in every moment of our lives.
Help us

To know you,

To be guided by the Holy Spirit,

And to live Christ.

Now and forever.

Prayers of the People

Hear us now as we pray the prayer Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the

power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION

COMMUNION IS SHARED

You are invited to come forward to receive a piece of gluten-free bread and a cup of juice. Please hold the

cup until all are served. We will drink the cup together.

COMMUNION MUSIC

CLOSING PRAYER
*HYMN # 366 “Love Divine”
*BLESSING AND CHARGE

POSTLUDE

Rev. Dr. Rebekah Motley

Dee Lynch, piano

Rev. Dr. Rebekah Motley

(During the postlude, meditate and pray about your worship experience today)



WORSHIP NOTES

We welcome all to worship today. If you are visiting and would like to know about the Gayton Kirk,
please be in touch with the pastor or any member.

For a copy of our weekly newsletter, Kirk Happenings, please go to thegaytonkirk.org, scroll down the
website’s front page, and click the box that says, “Kirk Happenings.” You can also find our weekly
calendar in the Kirk Happenings or online at https://thegaytonkirk.org/calendar/

COVER ART “A Gathering of Spirits” Jan L. Richardson
https://paintedprayerbook.com/2008/10/26/feast-of-all-saints-a-gathering-of-spirits
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IMAGINATIVE WORD “For Those Who Walked With Us” by Jan Richardson
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Please note: The Gayton Kirk livestreams the 11 AM Worship Service. Our camera captures the worship leaders at the front
of the sanctuary. We do not film the congregation during communion. Photography notice: Please be aware that
photographs are taken at things happening around the Kirk. These are used in various ways, including social media and
print publications. If you are uncomfortable having your photo taken or shared, please let us know, either by notifying
anyone you see taking a photograph or a church leader on site, or by emailing gaytonkirk@gmail.com.
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