The Gayton Kirk

April 12, 2026 11 AM Service

“Doubting Thomas” by Rembrandt Harmensz van Rijn

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Tessa Schuman
RINGING THE HOUR Marney Titmus

PRELUDE Margaret Storti, piano



CALL TO WORSHIP Tessa Schuman

Great is the mystery of the faith:

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?

The sting of death is sin, which separates us from God. Thanks be to God who gives us victory over sin
and death through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Christ is risen!

He is risen, indeed! Alleluia!

HYMN # 826 “Lift High the Cross” Margaret Storti, piano

PRAYER OF CONFESSION Beverly Evans

And now we pray together:
Eternal God, your Word teaches us that whether we live or whether we die, we are yours. Forgive us for

forgetting your gracious promise of life. We live in fear, thinking death has the final say. We follow our
own ways rather than your life-giving path in Jesus Christ. Help us put our trust in you, our God who has
the power of life over death. We believe, Lord; help our unbelief. In the name of Jesus Christ, risen from
the dead never to die again, we pray. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON Beverly Evans

The scriptures teach: “If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised
him from the dead, you will be saved.”

We confess that Jesus is Lord and we believe and celebrate the good news that God raised him from

the dead.

Trust in this promise: In Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.

Thanks be to God! Alleluia!

IMAGINATIVE WORD Beverly Evans
“Spring Song” by Lucille Clifton

the green of Jesus

is breaking the ground
and the sweet

smell of delicious Jesus
is opening the house and
the dance of Jesus music
has hold of the air and
the world is turning

in the body of Jesus and
the future is possible



PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION AND SCRIPTURE READING Tessa Schuman
John 20: 19-31

Y When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among
them and said, “Peace be with you.” * After he said this, he showed them his hands and his
side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. * Jesus said to them again, “Peace
be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” ? When he had said this, he breathed
on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. # If you forgive the sins of any, they are
forgiven them,; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” * But Thomas (who was
called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. * So the other
disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of
the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I
will not believe.” * A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with
them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be
with you.” ¥ Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out
your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” *® Thomas answered him, “My
Lord and my God!” # Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me?
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” ** Now Jesus did many
other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. *' But these
are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and
that through believing you may have life in his name.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
SERMON Tessa Schuman
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Tessa Schuman

The Apostles Creed

I believe in God,

the Father almighty,

Creator of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried;

he descended into hell;

on the third day he rose again from the dead;



he ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

And the life everlasting. Amen.

HYMN # 269 “Lead On, O King Eternal” Margaret Storti, piano
CALL TO OFFERING Beverly Evans

We are invited to respond to God with our time, talents, and money. Your offering can be placed in the offering
plate along with prayer concerns written on the card attached to the bulletin.

Financial offerings can also be made by mail to P.O. Box 29635, Henrico, VA 23242
or donate by PayPal on The Kirk’s website www.thegaytonkirk.org website or scan the QR code

OFFERTORY HYMN Margaret Storti, piano
PRAYER OF DEDICATION Beverly Evans

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

We lift up to God the joys and concerns of our hearts. During the pauses, offer the names of those you are
praying for, aloud or in silence. After each pause, I will say, ‘Lord in your mercy” and you are invited to
respond with “Hear our prayer.”

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever. Amen.

HYMN # 246 “Christ is Alive” Margaret Storti, piano
BLESSING AND CHARGE Tessa Schuman
POSTLUDE Margaret Storti, piano




WORSHIP NOTES

Would you like to become a member of the Gayton Kirk? Please let us know of your interest by contacting the
church office.

For a copy of our weekly newsletter, Kirk Happenings, please go to thegaytonkirk.org, scroll down the
website’s front page, and click the box that says, “Kirk Happenings.” You can also find our weekly calendar in
the Kirk Happenings or online at https://thegaytonkirk.org/calendar/

COVER ART “Doubting Thomas” by Rembrandt Harmensz van Rijn
https://www.artbible.info/art/large/532.html

LITURGY https://pres-outlook.org

IMAGINATIVE WORD “Spring Song” by Lucille Clifton
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/54587/spring-song-56d2351b45223

Copyright License B 11296699 Streaming License B 20310094

Please note: The Gayton Kirk livestreams the 11 AM Worship Service. Our camera captures the worship leaders at the front
of the sanctuary. We do not film the congregation during communion. Photography notice: Please be aware that
photographs are taken at things happening around the Kirk. These are used in various ways, including social media and
print publications. If you are uncomfortable having your photo taken or shared, please let us know, either by notifying
anyone you see taking a photograph or a church leader on site, or by emailing gaytonkirk@gmail.com.

The Gayton Kirk Presbyterian Church
Mail to: P.O. Box 29635, Henrico, VA 23242
Physical Address: 11421 Gayton Road, Henrico, VA
gaytonkirk@gmail.com 804-741-5254
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