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In the midst of darkness & chaos… 
God imagined. 
In the fury & darkness… 
God imagined a world filled with trees, 
and blue skies 
and fluffy white clouds. 
 

In the meadow, God stood and… 
imagined foxes, bluebirds, and slithering snakes. 
 

In a world of rainstorms and wildlife 
and cattle and grasses blowing in the breeze… 
God imagined humanity. 
God imagined the continuum from dust to human.*  
In a world teeming with billions of people… 
God imagined me.  
 

God imagined you and God imagined me. 
We are created in the image of God. 
God imagined us all. God loves each of us.  
 

Let us worship with the same imagination as the creating One! 
Amen. 
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Welcome  
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Music by the Tommy Witten Trio 

 

 

  

   Scripture      The Gospel according to Matthew 14:22-33 

 

14:22 Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat  

and go on ahead to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. 

14:23 And after he had dismissed the crowds,  

he went up the mountain by himself to pray.  

When evening came, he was there alone, 

14:24 but by this time the boat, battered by the waves,  

was far from the land, for the wind was against them. 

14:25 And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. 

14:26 But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea,  

they were terrified, saying, "It is a ghost!" And they cried out in fear. 

14:27 But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said,  

"Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid." 

14:28 Peter answered him, "Lord, if it is you,  

command me to come to you on the water." 

14:29 He said, "Come." So Peter got out of the boat,  

started walking on the water and came toward Jesus. 

14:30 But when he noticed the strong wind,  

he became frightened, and beginning to sink,  

he cried out, "Lord, save me!" 

14:31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him,  

saying to him, "You of little faith, why did you doubt?" 

14:32 When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 

14:33 And those in the boat worshiped him,  

saying, "Truly you are the Son of God." 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Tonight’s Theme:     Imagination 

 
“ Imagination has mostly to do with how we fill in the gaps.  
The human eye is constantly moving,  
even when we think we are staring straight at something.  
The brain takes the various images and stitches them together into something 
intelligible, usually something that fits our interpretive grids.   
A lot gets filtered out that does not fit the box our mind wants to work within.  
This means that we are always using imagination, but usually don’t know it.  
 
The question is how open and flexible are our capacities for “seeing?”  
So, maybe imagination is the capacity to see what we don’t usually see,  
or to see things in new ways.  
Improvisation certainly requires imagination.  
 
So, too, faith entails imagination,  
the capacity to see the world as it might be or as God is making it.  
The people who come to Jesus for healing, whose faith he lauds,  
have the capacity to see possibilities that others resist.  
(Consider how often his disciples or the Jewish leaders are “blind.” 
 Apparently, status occludes our sight.) 
  
When we read the Bible we are often content with “first sight,”  
which is seeing what we expect to see.  
Exegesis*  is the discipline of cultivating “second sight,”  
when we ponder what is really there that eluded our first sight,  
and “third sight,” when we recognize  
that our vision was obscured, wrong, or distorted and that  
we have to change our lenses, if not our lives. (This is an adaptation of Terry 
Pratchett’s perspective.)” 
 
     - Stanley P. Sanders, New Testament Scholar 
  

 

 

 

 

*critical explanation or interpretation of a text, especially of Biblical scripture.   
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Art     “Floating Piers”   

                described on “Walking on Water” documentary 

 

  

The Floating Piers was a temporary, site-specific work of art by Christo and Jeanne-Claude, 

consisting of 70,000 square meters of yellow fabric, carried by a modular floating dock 

system of 226,000 high-density polyethylene cubes installed in 2016 at Lake 

Iseo near Brescia, Italy. The fabric created a walkable surface between Sulzano, Monte 

Isola and the island of San Paolo.[1] 

Christo and Jeanne-Claude began conceptualizing of The Floating Piers in 1970. Their initial 

site was Rio de la Plata between Argentina and Uruguay. The couple also considered Tokyo 

Bay as a location before moving on to other projects.[2] 

In late 2013, Christo settled on Lake Iseo as the location for The Floating Piers and dedicated 

the next 22 months to realizing the project. It was the first major project he undertook after 

the death of his partner and collaborator Jeanne-Claude.   

  - Wikipedia 

1.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Site-specific_art
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christo_and_Jeanne-Claude
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Iseo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Iseo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brescia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sulzano
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monte_Isola
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monte_Isola
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Floating_Piers#cite_note-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rio_de_la_Plata
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Argentina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uruguay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tokyo_Bay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tokyo_Bay
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Floating_Piers#cite_note-fastcodesign1-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Iseo
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To finance his installations, Christo sells his preparatory studies,  

such as this 2015 collage, and early works from the 1950s and ’60s.  

(Christo and Jeanne-Claude Studio) – Smithsonian Magazine  
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/inside-story-christo-floating-piers-180959072/?no-ist 
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                 The Floating Piers, Lake Iseo, Italy, 2014-16             Photo: Wol Volz 

   Christo and Jeanne-Claude 

 

  Music by the Tommy Witten Trio 
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    THE WIND, THE SAND AND THE STARS 

  (A picture of two lines representing sand dunes) 

 

 This is, to me, the loveliest and saddest landscape in the world.  

It is the same as on the preceding page,  

but it is drawn again to impress it on your memory. 

It is here that the little Prince appeared on earth and disappeared. 

 

Look at it carefully so that you will be sure to recognize it  

in case you travel someday to the African desert.  

And, if you should come upon this spot, please do not hurry on. 

Wait for a time, exactly under the star.  

Then, if a little man appears, who laughs, 

 who has golden hair and who refuses to answer questions, 

 you will know who he is. 

If this should happen, please comfort me. 

Send me word that he has come back. 

                                         

 

from "The Little Prince" by Antoine Saint-Exupery 

 

 
 
 

“ 

” 

Words chosen by Don Warner, the Poemfinder  

  Music by the Tommy Witten Trio 
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Holy Communion 

  Invitation  

The table of bread and wine is now to be made ready.  

It is the table of company with Jesus, and all who love him.  

It is the table of sharing with the poor of the world,  

with whom Jesus identified himself.  

It is the table of communion with the earth, in which Christ became incarnate.  

                                                                                                                    

So come to this table,  

you who have much faith and  

you who would like to have more;  

you who have been here often  

and you who have not been for a while  

you who have tried to follow Jesus,  

and you who have failed;   

Come.  It is Christ who invites us to meet him here.   

 

      – from the Iona Worshiping Community 

 

Prayer 

     
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
 
Let us pray. 

We love you, Holy God. 

We love you for the feast that is life: 

friendships and laughter,  

intimacy and trust,  

moments of discovering deep truth,  

hidden potentials we never knew we had,  

and beauty – serene beauty and rugged beauty,  

the world you have crafted  

and the words, the sounds, the colors  

with which people reflect and explore life. 
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We love you, holy God 
for not leaving us alone,  
because in Jesus you became tangible: 
hands touched him, tears touched him,  
generosity touched him. 
And he has touched us. That is why we are here. 

That is why across time and eternity  

we say because we cannot keep silent: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord 

God of power and might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
God, we have been gathered by you, caught in your net,  

summoned to your table. 

As we open ourselves to your generous hospitality,                       

let your Spirit move among us and be present in the food we share    

so that this Bread and wine become for us the living presence of Jesus.                            

Open our eyes to see him, our ears to hear him, our hands to hold him,                                   

our hearts to receive him, our souls to cherish him. Amen. 

 WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

As his first disciples shared communion in an upstairs room,                                       

we share these gifts from hand to hand,                                                                 

and feed on them in our hearts with love and gratitude. 

As Jesus broke bread, we break this bread.  
As Jesus took wine, we take this cup. 

     

Communion    

   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, Amen.  
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Closing  
 

 

Conversation  
Please join us on Zoom immediately following communion  
for discussion about this evening’s topic “imagination.”  
 
DISCUSSION TOPIC:  
Describe a time when you were forced to use your imagination.   

 

Responding to the Word 
 

OFFERING  It is appropriate to respond to God with our time, talents and money.    

             Financial offerings can be made by mail to       

             P.O. Box 29635, Henrico, VA 23242 or through PayPal on     

            The Kirk’s website www.thegaytonkirk.org .  

  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001R7DPtZPESz-DrKqtTL-OTR2S6wl1F6BV4Q5u41GS8z2rmsrNE9gzlhxPiHxOWiFJsNHSBLhPFvkOfJHL7w7DgxIQDbdUNgejof8Dv2nUBT7aEgySKwGqd2beNfIi1u1AnyY90RjfnscfLnQVdzgzcyoWlvRl1uHhPBTKBLtf3Lim0759tV0llSNUBm4PuMjvg932c4XzDnM=&c=&ch=
http://www.thegaytonkirk.org/
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WORSHIP NOTES  

      

GATHERING~ Call to Worship: Imagination written by Tim Graves and posted 
 on LiturgyBits. https://liturgybits.wordpress.com   
 
 * adaptation:  dust to human is my replacement for man to woman  
WORDS: Quote from  "The Little Prince" by Antoine Saint-Exupery 
 
ARTWORK: 
 References for photos of “Floating Piers”  
 
 Wikipedia 
 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Floating_Piers#:~:text=The%20Floating%20Piers%20w
as%20a,Lake%20Iseo%20near%20Brescia%2C%20Italy. 
 
            Smithsonian Magazine 
 https://www.smithsonianmag.com/arts-culture/inside-story-christo-floating-piers-
180959072/?no-ist 
 

Press release about Christo’s death 
https://www.christojeanneclaude.net/press/christo-1935-2020 

 
 COMMUNION PRAYER: “Ceidlh Communion Liturgy,” Iona Worshiping Community, Wild 

Goose Publications. 

 
WALKING ON WATER is a 2018 documentary about The Floating Piers “An uncensored look 
into the artistic process and personal relationships of Christo, an artist known for his large-
scale installations. For the first time since the passing of his wife and partner, Jeanne-Claude, 
Christo sets out to realize, The Floating Piers, a project they conceived together many years 
before.” - IMDb 

-------------- 
The Reverend Janet James, Pastor 
Ray Carver, Worship Leader 
The Tommy Witten Trio: Tommy Witten, Ross Riddell, Joe Sarver 
Deborah Sparks Mueller, Director of Music 
Marilyn Johns, Zoom Host 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://liturgybits.wordpress.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Floating_Piers#:~:text=The%20Floating%20Piers%20was%20a,Lake%20Iseo%20near%20Brescia%2C%20Italy.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Floating_Piers#:~:text=The%20Floating%20Piers%20was%20a,Lake%20Iseo%20near%20Brescia%2C%20Italy.
https://www.christojeanneclaude.net/press/christo-1935-2020

